2

11
NJF MCF Zionism 
Student Notes
National Jewish Fellowship Yeshiva
Messianic Career Foundation
Course Title:	ZN Alef:	Zionism in Scripture and Modern History
Course Lecturer:		Reverend Brent Johnson, M.A.
Course Consultant:	Raymond Gannon, Ph.D., program director
October 12,13,14,   7:30-9:10pm  EDT
STUDENT NOTEBOOK

Lecture 1A:	

1B.	The Christian Response to the Modern State of Israel
Gen 12:1-3; Ex 19:5-6



2B.	Christian Blessing of the Modern State of Israel



3B.	Supersessionist Heritage:
The Tragic Divorce of Christianity from Israel

1C.   	Chief Motivations/Agendas
	1D.	Legal

	2D.	Social

	3D.	Political

	4D.	Missional


2C.	Justin Martyr’s Dialogue with Trypho the Jew  135 AD





3C.	Growth of the Church in Israel





4C.	Reformation Questions on Israel and God’s Promises



5C.	Puritan Zionism



6C.	John Nelson Darby and Dispensationalism



Lecture 2:

2A.	The Pre-Nationhood Jewish Debate on Zionism


1B.	European Nationalism


2B.	Emancipation


3B.	Haskalah (Jewish assimilationist educational programs)


1C.	Moses Mendelssohn (1729-1786)


2C.	Max Lilienthal (1813– 1882)


3C.	Wilhelm Marr and “Anti-Semitism”









4B.	Three Jewish Nationalistic Thinkers

1C.	Moses Hess (1812-1875)  Rome and Jerusalem (1862)



2C.	Leo Pinsker (1821-1891) Auto-Emancipation (1881)



3C.	Theodor Herzl  (1860-1904)  

1D.	The Dreyfus Affair (1894) 	



2D.	The Jewish State: A Modern Solution to the Jewish Question (1896)




5B.	The Protocols of the Elders of Zion





6B.	Holocaust, the Shoah



1C.	Anti-Semitic Propaganda and Symbiosis 
before and after the Shoah



2C.	Rise of Modern Anti-Semitism in Western Europe:
Nationalism in 18th-19th Centuries



7B.	Zionism

1C.	Asher Hersh Ginsberg, (1856-1927), aka Ahad HaAm
The Jewish State and the Jewish People  (1897)



2C.	Hoevevei Zion (Lovers of Zion) 1870-890 and Bilu in 1882



		3C.	Nathan Birnbaum Self-Emancipation (1890)



8B.	The Impact of Zionism Upon Diaspora Organization



1C.	Unique Jewish Challenges to Zionist Aspirations.  
	

1D.	American Reform Jews 


2D.	Bernard Lazare  (1865-1903)



2C.	Zion was gradually becoming a cultural center of World Jewry.

			1D.	Zionist chalutzim (pioneers)


2D.	Hebrew was revived as the national language.


3D.	Israel:  the Center of the Jewish world.


9B.	Martin Buber (1878-1965),  Der Jude ("The Jew") 1916



10B.	Post Holocaust “Sea-Change”



11B.	Turning Points in Christian Thought

1C.	Zionist Congresses and Theodor Herzl’s Der Juden Staat

2C.	1917 Balfour Declaration and subsequent White Papers.  

3C.	Rise of German Nationalism and the Nazi Party

4C.	Rise tide of Anti-Semitism in the West (including USA)   

5C.	Death Sentence  

6C.	Nazis passed the Nuremberg Laws in 1935


12B.	Holocaust brought nearly all western and most nations on board.

1C.	United Nations adoption of resolution establishing Jewish State on November 29, 1947.


2C.	Israel National Independence was declared in Tel Aviv on 
May 14, 1948.  


3C.	Immediately following was the War of Independence 
of 1948-1949 but also new Christian sympathies.



13B.	Menachem Begin (1913– 1992)



14B.	Post-Holocaust refugee crisis  (1945–1948)

	

15B.	The violent struggle for the creation of a Jewish state in Eretz Israel over British mandate   (1946–1948)	



16B.	David Ben Gurion proclaimed Israeli independence 
on May 14, 1948.  



17B.	May 15, 1948	 Syria, Iraq, TransJordan, Lebanon and Egypt together invaded Israel.



18B.	A quarter million Holocaust survivors arrive in Israel between 1948 and 1949.



19B.	Yemenite Jews come to the Promised Land by means of “Operation Magic Carpet.”  




20B.	Key Personalities

• Chaim Weizmann (1874– 1952) 




• David Ben Gurion (1886– 1973) 



21B.	Egypt blockades Israeli shipping through the Gulf of Aqaba in provoking the 1956 Suez War.  



22B.	On May 16, 1967	Egyptian President Nasser of Egypt demands that the UN dismantle its Emergency Force between Israel and Egypt. The last UN peacekeeper is out of Sinai and Gaza by May 19.  



23B.	June 5–10, 1967 Israel launches a pre-emptive strike against Egypt, Syria and Jordan.  





24B.	On September 1, 1967 the Arab Leaders meet in Sudan and refuse recognition of Israel, negotiations or peace with Israel.  



25B.	In 1969 the first group of African Hebrew Israelites begin to migrate to Israel under the leadership of Ben Ammi Ben Israel.



26B.	The YOM KIPPUR WAR, October 6–24, 1973.




27B.	In 1975 the United Nations adopted resolution equating Zionism with racism but rescinded this resolution in 1991.



28B.	On September 18, 1978 Israel and Egypt sign a comprehensive peace treaty,

29B.	Operation Elijah: Rescue of Ethiopian Jewry, was conducted between 1979–1983.  


30B.	Operations Moses, Joshua: Rescue of Ethiopian Jewry by Israel in 1984-1985.    



31B.	The commencement of the Palestinian Arab First Intifada against Israel came in 1987.


32B.	In 1990 the Soviet Union opens its borders for the three million Soviet Jews who had been held as virtual prisoners within their own country. Hundreds of thousands of Soviet Jews choose to leave the Soviet Union and move to Israel.



33B.	Operation Solomon rescues 14,500 Ethiopian Jews in a twenty four hour airlift on October 30, 1991.



34B.	The Madrid Peace Conference 



35B.	Israel and Jordan sign an official peace treaty 
on October 26, 1994.



36B.	Yitzhak Rabin Israeli Prime Minister is assassinated on November 4, 1995.

37B.	On May 24, 2000 Israel unilaterally withdraws its remaining forces from its security zone in southern Lebanon




38B.	After the al-Aqsa Intifada begins on September 29, 2000,  General Ariel Sharon is elected to be Israel's Prime Minister in 2001.





3A.	NIGHT THREE

1B.	Mainline Christian Focus on Israel Pre-1967




2B.	1967 Six-Day War Support for the Jewish State



3B.	1973 Yom Kippur War, Western Christian enthusiasm for national Israel experience a serious setback.  



4B.	The Rise of Islamic Visibility on the World Scene



5B.	The Spiritual Condition of Modern Judaism


6B.	Christians and Modern Israel

1C.	 Christian Anti-Zionism










2C.	Messianic Zionism







3C.	 Christian Zionism


7B.	William Blackstone  (1841-1935)   Jesus is Coming (1887)
Blackstone believed 

1C.	 The Jewish people had a biblical right to claim Palestine and that their restoration was imminent, 


2C.	The present Zionist movement was the literal fulfillment of prophecy, and 


3C.	 The Jewish embrace of Yeshua would follow restoration to the Land.  All this would culminate in the Second Coming.



8B.	Christian Zionism’s Means to Modern Popularity

1C.	The Scofield Reference Bible

2C.	Hal Lindsey (The Late Great Planet Earth)

3C.	Tim LaHaye (The Left Behind series)

4C.	Michael D. Evans, (Jerusalem Prayer Team)


9B.	Christian Zionism’s Basic Theological Tenets include:

1. Literal interpretation of the Scriptures with a view to the future
2. The Jewish People are God’s Chosen People in distinction from the Church
3. There will be a final restoration of “All Israel” to the Land
4. The Divine Promise abides for a Greater Israel:  River of Egypt to Euphrates
5. Jerusalem is the Eternal capital of Israel
6. The Temple may be rebuilt
7. Israel’s Troubles will be overcome in Messianic victory 

10B.	The better known among the scores of Christian Zionist organizations include:

· International Christian Embassy of Jerusalem
· Bridges for Peace
· Christian Friends of Israel
· Christians United for Israel
· Jerusalem Prayer Team


11B.	Church State Relations Since 1948


12B.	Modern Israeli Messianic Jewish 150 Congregations


13B.	The reasons for congregational or Kingdom of God growth in the State of Israel are several:

	1C.	Israel College of the Bible  


2C.	Russian Jewish immigration


3C.	Ethiopian immigrations


14B.	Century 21:  The current Kingdom situation in Israel 


15B.	Characteristics or features of Messianic Congregations in Israel



16B.	The Pentecostal-“All Israel” Nexus





17B.	The American Identification with National Israel
1C.	John Nelson Darby  (1800-1882)
2C.	Cyrus Ingerson Scofield: Scofield Reference Bible (1909),

18B.	Early Evangelical and Pentecostal Support for Zionism






19B.	The Future Role of Israel in Jewish Worldview






20B.	Prognosis for the Future of Messianic Israel




21B.	The Future Role of Israel in Jewish Worldview:  
Does it include Yeshua?





22B.	Pentecostal Ideology, Zionism and Modern Trends





23B.	Israel and the Church:  Christians as God’s Prophets to Israel

