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1A.	General Overview of the Second Temple Period  (400 BCE to 100 CE)

1B.	Cessation of Hebrew prophecy  (Biblically-styled Hebrew prophets)


2B.	Alexander and Hellenism    (Cultural conflicts)  


3B.	The Maccabees (Hasmoneans)   (Chanukkah—Feast of Dedication)



4B.	Rise of political and religious factions

	1C.	Sadducees and Pharisees


	2C.	Zealots and Essenes


	3C.	Hillel and Shammai



5B.	Judea as client of Rome   


6B.	Destruction of Jerusalem and the Temple

	1C.	Loss of functional kohanim (priests) and the sacrificial system


	2C.	Loss of national existence


	3C.	Loss of constitutional application of Torah (the Law of Moshe)


	4C.	The potential total loss of Jewish identity



	

2A.	The Synagogue Heritage


1B.	With the Babylonian Exile in 586   

	1C.	Bet Midrash  (To study Torah – Constitution of a Jewish state)



	2C.	Bet Tefilah	(To pray to the LORD [YHVH] and eliminate idolatry)



	3C.	Bet Din	(To settle Jewish disputes without pagan interference)
		1 Cor 6:1-7

	

2B.	Bet Knesset  (Greek:  Synagogue) “The House of Assembly” 
Combined Betai Midrash, Tefilah, and Din


1C.	The synagogue kept hope alive for a return to Zion



2C.	The synagogue was carried back to Israel  



3C.	The synagogue served as preaching platform for both Yeshua (Jesus) and Shaul (Paul)



4C.	The synagogue model assisted the Jewish people in the Diaspora









3B.	Synagogue Institutional Leadership

	1C.	Priest (Cohen, Katz, Levi, Levine, etc.)



	2C.	Rabbi  (teacher; one trained in Jewish law and custom)



	3C.	Cantor (Hazzan—chanter of traditional prayers)



	4C.	Shamash  (Caretaker to maintain utility of the congregational site)





3A.	Alexander the Great  (age 19, son of Philip of Macedon)

1B.	Alexander was well-educated by his tutor Aristotle.  



2B.	With an initial army of 45,000, Alexander conquered Greece, Egypt and India.



3B.	His ambition was to Hellenize the nations (introduce Greek culture including literature, philosophy, governmental systems, etc).



4B.	Impressed with the Jews of Israel, he tolerated them politically and culturally.




5B.	He built Alexandria, Egypt, which soon became a world hub.  Its large numbers of Greek-speaking diaspora Jews led to the Septuagint (LXX), the Greek translation of the Hebrew Bible about 200 BCE.





4A.	Antiochus Epiphanes and Hellenization

1B.	Alexander’s death at age 32, led to four generals dividing the empire.


	1C.	Ptolemy assumed authority over Egypt, south of Israel.


	2C.	Seleucus led the Syrian region, north of Israel.



2B.	Antiochus Epiphanes, led the Seleucids (Syrians).  In 175 BCE he made war on the Ptolemies of Egypt.

	1C.	He emptied the Syrian national treasury to finance the campaign.


	2C.	Rome thwarted his advance against Egypt with threats alone.


3C.	Antiochus retreated by way of Jerusalem and robbed the Temple of its gold and committed the Abomination of Desolation.



4C.	He intensified Hellenization of the Jewish people and forbade keeping kosher, honoring the Shabbat, studying Torah, or circumcising their sons.



3B.	This led to the rise of the House of Hasmon, the Maccabees.

	1C.	Jewish guerilla warfare defeated Antiochus.



	2C.	The Temple was cleansed and rededicated in 164 BCE.



	3C.	Yeshua honored Chanukkah  (John 10:22-23)



	4C.	The Hasmoneans combined priestly and political offices.




6A.	Hasmonean Calamities and Roman Imperialism

1B.	Called in to police the civil unrest in Israel, the Romans opted to stay.



2B.	Religious Factionalism

	1C.	Sadducees, Zadokim, the Sons of Zadok, Temple priests (Kohanim)

	
		1D.	Greedy Aristocrats and Hellenistic in practice



		2D.	Politically embedded with Rome 



		3D.	Embraced Torah but rejected the biblical Prophets and Writings.



	2C.	Pharisees, Perushim (separated ones), were synagogue-focused


		1D.	Embraced the entire Hebrew Bible



		2D.	Were liberally open to new ideas and cultural practices



		3D.	Resisted the Temple priests and unchecked submission to Rome
	



7A.	Schools of Hillel and Shammai

1B.	Competing Pharisees and schools of thought



2B.	Public Confrontations were normalized 


8A.	Literatures

1B.	Apocryphal  (hidden truths)



2B.	Apocalyptic (revelational and eschatological)










9A.	Early Messianic Faith and Kingdom Expansion		

1B.	Culturally Jewish 





2B.	Matthew 28, the Messianic Mandate or Great Commission

	1C.	Impact upon the Jewish world

		1D.	Acts 2;  	Jews from the nations
	

		2D.	Kohanim (Sadducees, Priesthood)


		3D.	Perushim  (Pharisees, rabbinical Jews)


	

	2C.	Impact upon non-Jews

		1D.	Acts 15; 	Apostolic Outreach



		2D.	Shimon Kefa’s (Peter’s) Vision


		3D.	Shaul’s (Paul’s) apostolic mission






10A.		Jerusalem and Temple Destruction,  70 CE

1B.	Loss of national identity (commercial and cultural issues)




2B.	Torah relevancy is questioned.  (How to Obey God now issues)




3B.	Loss of functioning priesthood (kohanim)  (intercessor issues)




4B.	Loss of sacrificial system   (spiritual issues)





11A.	Creation of the Yeshiva


1B.	Pharisees appoint themselves as the inheritors of the prophetic mantle




2B.	Pharisees proclaim rabbinic guidelines crucial to Jewish perpetuity








12A.	Christian rejection of rabbinical philosophy

1B.	National destruction was God’s answer to Israel’s Rejection of Yeshua




2B.	Perpetuating Jewish existence apart from faith in Yeshua was open rebellion against God.




13A.	Yeshua and the Pharisees (Perushim, “the separated ones”)

1B.	Concept of the “priesthood of the believer”
	Torah guidelines could be applied to every Jew, not just priests





2B.	Subscribed to the entire Hebrew Bible; 




3B.	Liberal thinkers:  entertained and introduced new concepts




4B.	Temple honoring but synagogue centered




14A.	Early Messianic Jewish relations with their Jewish World

1B.	Like Yeshua, Messianic Jews:

	1C.	Would study Torah in the Bet HaMidrash.



	2C.	Would practice Jewish cultural customs.



	3C.	Accepted newer theological teachings.



	4C.	Would recognize Pharisaic hypocrisies.



	5C.	Embrace Yeshua’s opinions or specific teachings as correct when compared to contrasting rabbinical opinions.   Later rabbinical schools of thought in the Talmud would likewise challenge Pharisaic teachings.



	6C.	Longed for the Pharisees to repent rather than face catastrophic condemnation and desolation.





1B.	Messianic Jews Perpetuated Jewish life-style and Messianic Jewish identity

	1C.	Attended both Temple and synagogue functions 



	2C.	Honored Shabbat and the holy days of the religious calendar



	3C.	Circumcised their sons (b’rit milah)



	4C.	Pursued righteousness (tzedakah) and social justice (mishpat)



	5C.	Were Patriotic and recognized a Jewish mission to the world



	6C.	Apostolic faith soon recognized the Ruach HaKodesh (the Holy Spirit) would call for adjustments and corrections to every culture.


15A.	Shaul:  Nemesis or Normative?

1B.	Historical backdrop for Shaul’s apostolic mission

	1C.	Torah keeping was vital to Israel’s nation building, e.g., Ezra.



	2C.	Israel was assigned major ministry assignments to bless the nations.
		Gen 12:1-3; Ex 19:5-6; major emphases in the Psalms and Prophets



	3C.	In the intertestamental period Jews had converted thousands of Gentiles.




	4C.	Many God-fearing Gentiles could not bring themselves to defy their cultures and be circumcised.




2B.	Shaul’s apostolic insights

	1C.	Compliance with Israel’s Torah was required for national perpetuity.
		National salvation, not personal salvation, was the issue in Torah.



		

	2C.	No Jewish person had ever been eternally saved by Torah-keeping.





	3C.	Salvation and Eternal Life come only with faith in the resurrected Jewish Messiah Yeshua and participation in the Jewish New Covenant (Jer 31:31-34).





	4C.	“All Israel shall be saved” would come actualized with their recognition of Yeshua as God’s Anointed and appointed Messianic Redeemer of the Jewish people.  Romans 11:25-26





	5C.	Israel’s divinely-issued global mission would need to be directed by Yeshua, the only divinely appointed One to lead Israel into her destiny.





	6C.	God never had any thought to make all people Jewish; His interest was only to make people like His own divinely Righteous Self.  







	7C.	The apostolic council in Acts 15 concurred with Shaul that Gentile believers were to be recognized as saved indeed.  The shlichim (apostles) did ask the non-Jews to conform to Noachide standards so as to be socially palatable for Jewish fellowship.





	8C.	All nations could worship the same God of Israel within their unique cultural frameworks.


